
MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.20 “Highway or street” defined.
Sec. 20. “Highway or street” means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly

maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.402 Rear end collision; prima facie evidence of negligence.
Sec. 402. (a) In any action, in any court in this state when it is shown by competent evidence, that a vehicle

traveling in a certain direction, overtook and struck the rear end of another vehicle proceeding in the same
direction, or lawfully standing upon any highway within this state, the driver or operator of such first
mentioned vehicle shall be deemed prima facie guilty of negligence. This section shall apply, in appropriate
cases, to the owner of such first mentioned vehicle and to the employer of its driver or operator.

(b) This section may not be invoked by the owner of any vehicle, the rear of which was struck under the
circumstances above mentioned, if the accident occurred between 1 hour after sunset and 1 hour before
sunrise, and the vehicle so struck did not, at the time, have a lighted lamp or lantern reasonably visible to the
drivers of vehicles approaching from the rear.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949.
MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)

Act 300 of 1949

257.604 Riding animal or driving animal-drawn vehicle on roadway; rights and duties.
Sec. 604. A person riding an animal or driving an animal-drawn vehicle upon a roadway shall be granted

all of the rights and shall be subject to all the duties, criminal penalties, and civil sanctions applicable to the
driver of a vehicle by this chapter, except those provisions of this chapter which by their very nature may not
have application.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.634 Driving on right half of roadway; exceptions; driving on roadway having 2 or more
lanes for travel in 1 direction; traveling on freeway having 3 or more lanes for travel in
same direction; ordinance regulating same subject matter prohibited; violation as civil
infraction.
Sec. 634. (1) Upon each roadway of sufficient width, the driver of a vehicle shall drive the vehicle upon

the right half of the roadway, except as follows:
(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules

governing that movement.
(b) When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic while under construction or repair or when an

obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the highway. A driver who is driving
on the left half of a roadway under this subdivision shall yield the right-of-way to an oncoming vehicle
traveling in the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion of the roadway.

(c) When a vehicle operated by a state agency or a local authority or an agent of a state agency or local
authority is engaged in work on the roadway.

(d) Upon a roadway divided into 3 marked lanes for traffic under the rules applicable on the roadway.
(2) Upon a roadway having 2 or more lanes for travel in 1 direction, the driver of a vehicle shall drive the

vehicle in the extreme right-hand lane available for travel except as otherwise provided in this section.
However, the driver of a vehicle may drive the vehicle in any lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the
same direction of travel when the lanes are occupied by vehicles moving in substantially continuous lanes of
traffic and in any left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the same direction of travel for a
reasonable distance before making a left turn.

(3) This section shall not be construed to prohibit a vehicle traveling in the appropriate direction from
traveling in any lane of a freeway having 3 or more lanes for travel in the same direction. However, a city,
village, township, or county may not enact an ordinance which regulates the same subject matter as any
provision of this subsection. The driver of a truck with a gross weight of more than 10,000 pounds, a truck
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tractor, or a combination of a vehicle and trailer or semitrailer shall drive the vehicle or combination of
vehicles only in either of the 2 lanes farthest to the right, except for a reasonable distance when making a left
turn or where a special hazard exists that requires the use of an alternative lane for safety reasons.

(4) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1968, Act 260, Eff. Nov. 15, 1968;Am. 1976, Act 170, Imd. Eff. June 25, 1976;

Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1988, Act 346, Eff. Jan. 1, 1989.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.636 Overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in same direction; limitations,
exceptions, and special rules; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 636. (1) The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the

same direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions, and special rules stated in sections 637 to 643a:
(a) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass at a safe

distance to the left of that vehicle, and when safely clear of the overtaken vehicle shall take up a position as
near the right-hand edge of the main traveled portion of the highway as is practicable.

(b) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall
give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and shall not increase the speed of
his or her vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.647 Turning at intersection; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 647. (1) The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall do so as follows:
(a) Both the approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to the right-hand

curb or edge of the roadway.
(b) Approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the center

line in a manner as not to interfere with the progress of any streetcar, and after entering the intersection the
left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being
entered.

(c) Approach for a left turn from a 2-way roadway into a 1-way roadway shall be made in that portion of
the right half of the roadway nearest the center line and clear of existing car tracks in use, and by passing to
the right of the center line where it enters the intersection. Approach for a left turn from a 1-way roadway into
a 2-way roadway shall be made as close as practicable to the left curb or edge of the roadway and by passing
to the right of the center line of the roadway being entered.

(d) Where both streets or roadways are 1-way, both the approach for a left turn and a left turn shall be
made as close as practicable to the left-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(e) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may cause pavement markers, signs, or signals to be
placed within or adjacent to intersections and thereby require and direct that a different course from that
specified in this section be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection. When markers, signs, or signals are
so placed, a driver of a vehicle shall not turn a vehicle at an intersection other than as directed and required by
those markers, signs, or signals.

(2) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1967, Act 277, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967;Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.648 Signals for stopping or turning; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 648. (1) The driver of a vehicle or bicycle upon a highway, before stopping or turning from a direct

line, shall first see that the stopping or turning can be made in safety and shall give a signal as required in this
section.

(2) A signal required in this section shall be given either by means of the hand and arm in the manner
specified in this section, or by a mechanical or electrical signal device which conveys an intelligible signal or
warning to other highway traffic, except as otherwise provided in subsection (3). When a signal is given by
means of the hand and arm, the driver shall indicate his or her intention to stop or turn by extending his hand
and arm from and beyond the left side of the vehicle and signal as follows:
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(a) Left turn ..... hand and arm extended horizontally.
(b) Right turn ..... hand and arm extended upward.
(c) Stop or decrease speed ..... hand and arm extended downward.
(3) A commercial motor vehicle, other than those in transit from a manufacturer to a dealer, in use on a

highway shall be equipped with, and required signal shall be given by, a signal lamp or mechanical signal
device when the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the body,
cab, or load of the commercial motor vehicle exceeds 24 inches, or when the distance from the center of the
top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body or load of the commercial vehicle exceeds 14 feet. The
measurement from steering post to rear limit shall apply to a single vehicle or combination of vehicles.

(4) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1954, Act 181, Eff. Aug. 13, 1954;Am. 1958, Act 166, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;

Am. 1974, Act 334, Imd. Eff. Dec. 17, 1974;Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.669 Certain vehicles to stop at railroad track grade crossing; driver to listen and look in
both directions; shifting gears prohibited; exceptions; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 669. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), and (4), the driver of a motor vehicle transporting

16 or more passengers including the driver, a motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or a motor vehicle
that is required to be marked or placarded under 49 C.F.R. parts 100 to 180 before crossing a railroad track at
grade, shall activate the vehicle hazard warning lights and stop the vehicle within 50 feet but not less than 15
feet from the nearest rail. While stopped, the driver shall listen and look in both directions along the track for
an approaching train and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the driver
can do so safely. After stopping as required in this subsection, and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so,
the driver of the vehicle shall cross only in a gear of the vehicle that does not require changing gears while
traversing the crossing. The driver shall not shift gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(2) A stop need not be made at a railroad track grade crossing where a police officer or a traffic-control
signal directs traffic to proceed.

(3) A stop need not be made at an abandoned railroad track grade crossing. As used in this subsection,
“abandoned railroad track” means a railroad track which meets all of the following requirements:

(i) The track has been abandoned pursuant to federal law.
(ii) The track has been covered or removed.
(iii) All signs, signals, and other warning devices are removed.
(4) A stop shall not be made at an industrial or spur line railroad grade crossing marked with a sign reading

“exempt”. Exempt signs may be erected only by or with the consent of the state transportation department
after notice to and an opportunity to be heard by all railroads operating over that industrial or spur line.

(5) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1965, Act 235, Imd. Eff. July 21, 1965;Am. 1967, Act 99, Eff. Sept. 1, 1967;

Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1978, Act 612, Imd. Eff. Jan. 6, 1979;Am. 1988, Act 383, Eff. Apr. 1, 1989;Am. 1990,
Act 188, Eff. Aug. 15, 1990;Am. 1995, Act 248, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1995;Am. 2002, Act 534, Eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.674 Prohibited parking; exceptions; bus loading zone; violation as civil infraction.
Sec. 674. (1) A vehicle shall not be parked, except if necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in

compliance with the law or the directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, in any of the following
places:

(a) On a sidewalk.
(b) In front of a public or private driveway.
(c) Within an intersection.
(d) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant.
(e) On a crosswalk.
(f) Within 20 feet of a crosswalk, or if there is not a crosswalk, then within 15 feet of the intersection of

property lines at an intersection of highways.
(g) Within 30 feet of the approach to a flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic-control signal located at the

side of a highway.
(h) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of a point on the curb immediately

opposite the end of a safety zone, unless a different length is indicated by an official sign or marking.
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(i) Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing.
(j) Within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to a fire station and on the side of a street opposite the entrance

to a fire station within 75 feet of the entrance if properly marked by an official sign.
(k) Alongside or opposite a street excavation or obstruction, if the stopping, standing, or parking would

obstruct traffic.
(l) On the roadway side of a vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street.
(m) Upon a bridge or other elevated highway structure or within a highway tunnel.
(n) At a place where an official sign prohibits stopping or parking.
(o) Within 500 feet of an accident at which a police officer is in attendance, if the scene of the accident is

outside of a city or village.
(p) In front of a theater.
(q) In a place or in a manner that blocks immediate egress from an emergency exit conspicuously marked

as an emergency exit of a building.
(r) In a place or in a manner that blocks or hampers the immediate use of an immediate egress from a fire

escape conspicuously marked as a fire escape providing an emergency means of egress from a building.
(s) In a parking space clearly identified by an official sign as being reserved for use by disabled persons

that is on public property or private property available for public use, unless the individual is a disabled
person as described in section 19a or unless the individual is parking the vehicle for the benefit of a disabled
person. In order for the vehicle to be parked in the parking space the vehicle shall display 1 of the following:

(i) A certificate of identification or windshield placard issued under section 675 to a disabled person.
(ii) A special registration plate issued under section 803d to a disabled person.
(iii) A similar certificate of identification or windshield placard issued by another state to a disabled

person.
(iv) A similar special registration plate issued by another state to a disabled person.
(v) A special registration plate to which a tab for persons with disabilities is attached issued under this act.
(t) In a clearly identified access aisle or access lane immediately adjacent to a space designated for parking

by persons with disabilities.
(u) On a street or other area open to the parking of vehicles that results in the vehicle interfering with the

use of a curb-cut or ramp by persons with disabilities.
(v) Within 500 feet of a fire at which fire apparatus is in attendance, if the scene of the fire is outside a city

or village. However, volunteer fire fighters responding to the fire may park within 500 feet of the fire in a
manner not to interfere with fire apparatus at the scene. A vehicle parked legally previous to the fire is exempt
from this subdivision.

(w) In violation of an official sign restricting the period of time for or manner of parking.
(x) In a space controlled or regulated by a meter on a public highway or in a publicly owned parking area

or structure, if the allowable time for parking indicated on the meter has expired, unless the vehicle properly
displays 1 or more of the items listed in section 675(8).

(y) On a street or highway in such a way as to obstruct the delivery of mail to a rural mailbox by a carrier
of the United States postal service.

(z) In a place or in a manner that blocks the use of an alley.
(aa) In a place or in a manner that blocks access to a space clearly designated as a fire lane.
(2) A person shall not move a vehicle not owned by the person into a prohibited area or away from a curb a

distance that makes the parking unlawful.
(3) A bus, for the purpose of taking on or discharging passengers, may be stopped at a place described in

subsection (1)(b), (d), or (f) or on the roadway side of a vehicle illegally parked in a legally designated bus
loading zone. A bus, for the purpose of taking on or discharging a passenger, may be stopped at a place
described in subsection (1)(n) if the place is posted by an appropriate bus stop sign, except that a bus shall not
stop at such a place if the stopping is specifically prohibited by the responsible local authority, the state
transportation department, or the director of the department of state police.

(4) A person who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.
History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1977, Act 19, Eff. Oct. 1, 1977;Am. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am.

1978, Act 546, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978;Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1980, Act 518, Eff. Mar. 31, 1981;Am. 1985,
Act 69, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1985;Am. 1986, Act 69, Eff. Mar. 31, 1987;Am. 1986, Act 222, Eff. Oct. 1, 1986;Am. 1988, Act 150,
Eff. Nov. 11, 1988;Am. 1994, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1994;Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4, 1998;Am. 2000, Act 76, Eff. Oct. 1,
2000;Am. 2000, Act 268, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949
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257.728 Arrest without warrant; preparation and contents of citation; informing offender of
violation; arraignment before magistrate or probate court; appearance; guaranteed
appearance certificate or deposit; fees; violation by officer or magistrate; issuance of
citation to driver involved in accident; issuance of citation to person operating commercial
motor vehicle.
Sec. 728. (1) When a person is arrested without a warrant for a violation of this act punishable as a

misdemeanor, or an ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of this act and punishable as a
misdemeanor, under conditions not referred to in section 617, 619, or 727, the arresting officer shall prepare,
as soon as possible and as completely as possible, an original and 3 copies of a written citation to appear in
court containing the name and address of the person, the violation charged, and the time and place when and
where the person shall appear in court. The officer shall inform the offender of the violation and shall give the
second copy of the citation to the alleged offender. If the arrested person demands, he or she shall be
arraigned by a magistrate or probate court as provided in section 727 in lieu of being given the citation.

(2) The time specified in the citation to appear shall be within a reasonable time after the arrest.
(3) The place specified in the citation to appear shall be before a magistrate or probate court within the

county in which the violation charged is alleged to have been committed and who has jurisdiction of the
violation.

(4) Appearance may be made in person, by representation, or by mail. If appearance is made by
representation or mail, the magistrate may accept the plea of guilty or not guilty for purposes of arraignment,
with the same effect as though the person personally appeared before him or her. The magistrate, by giving 5
days' notice of the date of appearance, may require appearance in person at the time and place designated in
the citation.

(5) If a person who is not a resident of this state is arrested without warrant for a violation of this act which
is punishable as a misdemeanor, or an ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of this act and
punishable as a misdemeanor, under conditions not referred to in section 727, the arresting officer, upon
demand of the arrested person, immediately shall take the person for arraignment by a magistrate in the
vicinity to answer to the complaint made against the person. If a magistrate is not available or an immediate
trial cannot be had, the person arrested may recognize to the officer for his or her appearance by leaving with
the officer a guaranteed appearance certificate or a sum of money not to exceed $100.00, in which case the
following provisions apply:

(a) The officer making the arrest shall give a receipt to the person arrested for the guaranteed appearance
certificate or the money deposited together with a written citation as provided in subsection (1).

(b) If the alleged offender fails to appear as required in the citation, the guaranteed appearance certificate
or deposit shall be forfeited as in other cases of default in bail in addition to any other penalty provided in this
chapter.

(c) At or before the completion of his or her tour of duty, a police officer taking a certificate or deposit of
money shall deliver the certificate or deposit of money either to the magistrate named in the citation together
with a report of the facts relating to the arrest, or to the police chief or person authorized by the police chief to
receive certificates and deposits. The police chief or person authorized by the police chief shall deposit with
the court the certificate or the money deposited and the citation in the same manner as prescribed for citations
in section 728a. Failure to make a report and deliver the money deposited is embezzlement of public money.

(d) “Guaranteed appearance certificate” means a card or certificate containing a printed statement that a
surety company authorized to do business in this state guarantees the appearance of the person whose
signature appears on the card or certificate, and that the company, if the person fails to appear in court at the
time of trial or sentencing or to pay any fines or costs imposed pursuant to this act, will pay any fine, costs, or
bond forfeiture imposed on the person in a total amount not to exceed $200.00.

(6) An officer making an arrest under this chapter for a misdemeanor without a warrant, except under
section 727 is not entitled to any fees for making the arrest or the issuance of a citation under this section.

(7) An officer or magistrate violating this section is guilty of misconduct in office and subject to removal
from office.

(8) A police officer may issue a citation to a person who is a driver of a motor vehicle involved in an
accident if, based upon personal investigation, the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person has
committed a misdemeanor under this act in connection with the accident. The officer shall prepare an original
and 3 copies of the citation, setting forth the name and address of the person, the violation that may be
charged against the person, and the time and place of the appearance of the person in court. The citation shall
inform the person of the office, bureau, or department to which requests for a change or adjournment of the
court date may be made.

Rendered Sunday, March 11, 2007 Page 5 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 1 of 2007

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



(9) If the citation is issued to a person who is operating a commercial motor vehicle, the citation shall
contain the vehicle group designation and indorsement description of the vehicle operated by the person at the
time of the alleged violation.

History: 1949, Act 300, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1951, Act 270, Eff. Sept. 28, 1951;Am. 1955, Act 121, Eff. Oct. 14, 1955;
Am. 1957, Act 47, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;Am. 1962, Act 160, Imd. Eff. May 10, 1962;Am. 1965, Act 41, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1965;
Am. 1965, Act 273, Eff. Mar. 31, 1966;Am. 1966, Act 235, Eff. July 1, 1967;Am. 1975, Act 267, Imd. Eff. Nov. 7, 1975;Am.
1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1984, Act 331, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1984;Am. 1988,
Act 346, Eff. Jan. 1, 1990;Am. 1993, Act 301, Eff. June 30, 1994.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of Act 346 of 1988 provides:
“(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, this amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1989.
“(2) Sections 634, 710g, 722, 723, 724, 802, and 907 of this amendatory act shall take effect January 1, 1989.
“(3) Sections 4B and 801 of this amendatory act shall take effect upon the date of enactment of this amendatory act.”
Section 2 of Act 173 of 1989 provides:
“(1) The amendments made to sections 8b, 57, 67a, 301, 303, 305, 306, 307, 309, 310, 312d, 312e, 312f, 312g, 312h, 314, 314b,

319a, 321a, 323, 728, 732, 743, and 907 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, being sections 257.8b, 257.57, 257.67a, 257.301,
257.303, 257.305, 257.306, 257.307, 257.309, 257.310, 257.312d, 257.312e, 257.312f, 257.312g, 257.312h, 257.314, 257.314b,
257.319a, 257.321a, 257.323, 257.728, 257.732, 257.743, and 257.907 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, by Act No. 346 of the Public
Acts of 1988 shall take effect January 1, 1990.

“(2) Enacting section 2 of Act No. 346 of the Public Acts of 1988 is repealed.”
MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)

Act 300 of 1949

257.742 Stopping, detaining, and issuing citation for civil infraction; pursuing, stopping, and
detaining person outside village, city, township, or county; purpose; violation as to load,
weight, height, length, or width of vehicle or load; powers of police officer; issuing citation
to driver of motor vehicle; form of citation; informing person of alleged civil infraction;
delivering copy of citation to alleged offender; issuing, serving, and processing citations
for parking and standing violations; filing citation with court; “parking violation notice”
and “parking violations bureau” defined.
Sec. 742. (1) A police officer who witnesses a person violating this act or a local ordinance substantially

corresponding to this act, which violation is a civil infraction, may stop the person, detain the person
temporarily for purposes of making a record of vehicle check, and prepare and subscribe, as soon as possible
and as completely as possible, an original and 3 copies of a written citation, which shall be a notice to appear
in court for 1 or more civil infractions. If a police officer of a village, city, township, or county, or a police
officer who is an authorized agent of a county road commission, witnesses a person violating this act or a
local ordinance substantially corresponding to this act within that village, city, township, or county and that
violation is a civil infraction, that police officer may pursue, stop, and detain the person outside the village,
city, township, or county where the violation occurred for the purpose of exercising the authority and
performing the duties prescribed in this section and section 749, as applicable.

(2) Any police officer, having reason to believe that the load, weight, height, length, or width of a vehicle
or load are in violation of section 717, 719, 719a, 722, 724, 725, or 726 which violation is a civil infraction,
may require the driver of the vehicle to stop, and the officer may investigate, weigh, or measure the vehicle or
load. If, after personally investigating, weighing, or measuring the vehicle or load, the officer determines that
the load, weight, height, length, or width of the vehicle or load are in violation of section 717, 719, 719a, 722,
724, 725, or 726, the officer may temporarily detain the driver of the vehicle for purposes of making a record
or vehicle check and issue a citation to the driver or owner of the vehicle as provided in those sections.

(3) A police officer may issue a citation to a person who is a driver of a motor vehicle involved in an
accident when, based upon personal investigation, the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person
is responsible for a civil infraction in connection with the accident. A police officer may issue a citation to a
person who is a driver of a motor vehicle when, based upon personal investigation by the police officer of a
complaint by someone who witnessed the person violating this act or a local ordinance substantially
corresponding to this act, which violation is a civil infraction, the officer has reasonable cause to believe that
the person is responsible for a civil infraction and if the prosecuting attorney or attorney for the political
subdivision approves in writing the issuance of the citation.

(4) The form of a citation issued under subsection (1), (2), or (3) shall be as prescribed in sections 727c and
743.

(5) The officer shall inform the person of the alleged civil infraction or infractions and shall deliver the
third copy of the citation to the alleged offender.
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(6) In a civil infraction action involving the parking or standing of a motor vehicle, a copy of the citation
need not be served personally upon the defendant but may be served upon the registered owner by attaching
the copy to the vehicle. A city may authorize personnel other than a police officer to issue and serve a citation
for a violation of its ordinance involving the parking or standing of a motor vehicle. A city may authorize a
person other than personnel or a police officer to issue and serve a citation for a violation of an ordinance
pertaining to parking for persons with disabilities or for certain other violations involving the parking or
standing of a motor vehicle described in section 675d if the city has complied with the requirements of section
675d. State security personnel receiving authorization under section 6c of 1935 PA 59, MCL 28.6c, may issue
and serve citations for violations involving the parking or standing of vehicles on land owned by the state or
land of which the state is the lessee when authorized to do so by the director of the department of state police.

(7) If a parking violation notice other than a citation is attached to a motor vehicle, and if an admission of
responsibility is not made and the civil fine and costs, if any, prescribed by ordinance for the violation are not
paid at the parking violations bureau, a citation may be filed with the court described in section 741(4) and a
copy of the citation may be served by first-class mail upon the registered owner of the vehicle at the owner's
last known address. A parking violation notice may be issued by a police officer, including a limited duty
officer, or other personnel duly authorized by the city, village, township, college, or university to issue such a
notice under its ordinance. The citation filed with the court pursuant to this subsection need not comply in all
particulars with sections 727c and 743 but shall consist of a sworn complaint containing the allegations stated
in the parking violation notice and shall fairly inform the defendant how to respond to the citation.

(8) A citation issued under subsection (6) or (7) for a parking or standing violation shall be processed in
the same manner as a citation issued personally to a defendant pursuant to subsection (1) or (3).

(9) As used in subsection (7):
(a) “Parking violation notice” means a notice, other than a citation, directing a person to appear at a

parking violations bureau in the city, village, or township in which, or of the college or university for which,
the notice is issued and to pay the fine and costs, if any, prescribed by ordinance for the parking or standing of
a motor vehicle in violation of the ordinance.

(b) “Parking violations bureau” means a parking violations bureau established pursuant to section 8395 of
the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.8395, the violations bureau established within the
traffic and ordinance division of the recorder's court of the city of Detroit, or a comparable parking violations
bureau established in a city or village served by a municipal court or established pursuant to law by the
governing board of a state university or college.

History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1980, Act 249, Imd. Eff. July 28,
1980;Am. 1980, Act 426, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1981;Am. 1981, Act 104, Eff. Oct. 1, 1981;Am. 1984, Act 74, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18,
1984;Am. 1989, Act 89, Eff. Sept. 19, 1989;Am. 1998, Act 68, Imd. Eff. May 4, 1998;Am. 2000, Act 268, Eff. Oct. 1, 2000.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 300 of 1949

257.746 Informal hearing; procedure.
Sec. 746. (1) An informal hearing shall be conducted by a district court magistrate when authorized by the

judge or judges of the district court district or by a judge of a court listed in section 741(2). A district court
magistrate may administer oaths, examine witnesses, and make findings of fact and conclusions of law at an
informal hearing. The judge or district court magistrate shall conduct the informal hearing in an informal
manner so as to do substantial justice according to the rules of substantive law but shall not be bound by the
statutory provisions or rules of practice, procedure, pleading, or evidence, except provisions relating to
privileged communications. There shall not be a jury at an informal hearing. A verbatim record of an informal
hearing shall not be required.

(2) At an informal hearing the person cited may not be represented by an attorney nor may the plaintiff be
represented by the prosecuting attorney or attorney for a political subdivision.

(3) Notice of a scheduled informal hearing shall be given to the citing police agency, which agency may
subpoena witnesses for the plaintiff. The defendant may also subpoena witnesses. Witness fees need not be
paid in advance to a witness. Witness fees for a witness on behalf of the plaintiff are payable by the district
control unit of the district court for the place where the hearing occurs, by the city or village when the hearing
involves an ordinance violation in a district where the district court is not functioning, or by the county when
the hearing involves a violation of this act in a district where the district court is not functioning.

(4) If the judge or district court magistrate determines by a preponderance of the evidence that the person
cited is responsible for a civil infraction, the judge or magistrate shall enter an order against the person as
provided in section 907. Otherwise, a judgment shall be entered for the defendant, but the defendant shall not
be entitled to costs of the action.
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(5) The plaintiff and defendant shall be entitled to appeal an adverse judgment entered at an informal
hearing. An appeal from a municipal judge shall be a trial de novo in the circuit court. In other instances an
appeal shall be de novo in the form of a scheduled formal hearing as follows:

(a) The appeal from a judge of the district court shall be heard by a different judge of the district.
(b) The appeal from a district court magistrate shall be heard by a judge of the district.
History: Add. 1978, Act 510, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1979, Act 66, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979;Am. 1980, Act 426, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13,

1981;Am. 2006, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 20, 2006.
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